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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMI'IISSIONERS

FOR COLUI,IBIA COLINTY, OREGON

An Ord'inance to Provide
Cr:iteria for Revietv of Land
Use Actions on Agr.icultural
Land Uncler Statervide Goal 3

Before the Columbia CountY
Comprehensjve Plan is
Acknorvledged bY the Land
Conservati orr and Devel oPinent
Comrni ssi on as Be'i ng i n
Compl i ance vri th the Stater'ri de
PlanninE Gca1s, and ProceCures
and Declaring an Emergency

)
)
)

hrO 80-{J
ORDI NAIICI:

THE BOARD 0F C0Ul'lTY C0l"ll'tlS:' ;rIERS FOR COLUI'1BiA C0UNTY, OREGON,ORDAINS AS

FOLLOI.JS:

Section l. TITLE, PURP0SE, INTENT AND SCOPE.

A. Title: This ordinance shall be knoln as "Interinr l"leasut'cs fot'llcv'ier'rirr5t

Land .Use Ac'uions on Agricultural Land Pursuant to Goal 3 (OAR 660-.l5-00rJ(3) ." )

8.. Purpose and Intent. The purpose an<J interrt. of this orclittattce'is t.tt

provide criteria for revietv of land use act'ions on Goa'l 3 a(lricul ttrt'al lancls pl'iot"

to acl<nolledgernent of the County Coniprehensive Plan by the l-artd Conservation and

Devel opment Conrrni ss i on .

C. Scope: This ordinaltce shall apply in Colunib'ia Count.y to all land trse

actions proposeC on Goal 3 agricultural lancl located outsiclc the 1lr^oposccl urban

gonvth bound.rries shoi^rn in Exhibit A, lvhich js attaclred hereto and by this re-

ference is made a part hereof, and outs'ide acknorvledged urban grorvth boundaries.

D. . Proceclure: This orciinance shall be administered as described in

Exhib'it B which is attached hereto and by this reference is tnade a llart ltereof.

t
I
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Secti on 2. DE FINITIONS:

,'Goal 3 agricultural Iand"--For purposes of thjs ordjnance only and until

more detailed cred'ible evidence is presented, Goal 3 agricultur.rl lancls in

Colunrbia Courrty shall be presunled to be So'il Associalions 'l , '/-, 1), lt, li, (r, 7,

and 9 as indicated upon General Soi'l May 147-E-22503 prepared by the U.S. Depart--

ment of Agriculture, Soil Conservat'ion Service,'in cooperal.ion t.r'it.lr Orerlon /tglri-

cultural Experiment Station, assist'ing Colurnbia Sojl arrrl l,lat.er (.ortsr:rtr;rl.'iort

District, and dated Arrgust, 1g72, vrh'ich by th'is reference is incorporal.ed

herein and made a part hereof.

Section 3. LAND USE ACTiONS 0N G0AL 3 LAI{DS.

Land use actions shall be approved on Goal 3 agricultura'l lancl on1.y if tlre

Col unrb j a County Board of Comrnj ssi oners or i ts authori zed reltr'esr:n1.at.j ve slra'l'l

finrr. basecl on substantial evidence in the record.

A. that the toni ls conrmitted to a nonfarm use as prov'idecl 'iri

Section 5; or

B. that the lancl 'is needed for a nonfarnr use as l.,rovidecl 'irr

Sec t'i on 6 ; or

C. that, if 'a dvrelling is proposed, the drvelling rneets the

criteria provided in Sectjon 7t or

D. that, if a d'ivision of land is proposed, the div'isiort meets

the crjteria provided in Section B; or

E. that any other land use act'ion r.rould be a use allorved uttder

ORS 215.203 to ORS 215.213.

Section 4. CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATING CLASS I-IV S0ILS AS FOREST LANI)

Goal 3 agricultural land may be designated as forest'land urrder Goal 4

if the land is predorninatbly jn forest cubic foot s'ite class

Land so designated shall be treated in accordance r.r'ith Goal 4
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Section 5, CRITERI A FOR COI.ii4ITTIEIIT TO NONFARI4 USE .

A conclusion that a parcel to be div'ided or built upon is irrevocably

corraritted to nonfarm or nonforcst use shall he l;a.crJ lrr fititlirrrls o[ [tr<:1.

rvhich demonstrate that the parcel is:

(a) too smal I for conmrerial agri cu1 tural production .ls
def i ned i n Secti on B; a rrd

(b) not adiacent to or near other parcels t'rh'ich could in
combination support a conirrercial agricul tural operatiotr,
and is either:

(c) surrounded by or situated anrong parcels used for nott-f trrrtt
or non-forest uses such that it is not available for fat'nt
or forestty use; or

(d) in a water district vrhere conrmunity vrater is presently
available at the parce).

Section 6. CRITIRIA FOR EXCEPTIOi,IS T0 G0AL 3

Actions rvhich al]ovr nonfann or nonforest r: es not allo+red b-y Goal 3 slrall

be justi f i ed through the Goal 2 excepti cns process. Excepti on f i rtcl'irtgs shal I

be adopted as part of the Colu;nbja County Comprehensive Plan and sha'll irtc'ltrcle

compell,ing reasons and facts to slior.r:

A. llhy these other uses should be prov'ided for;

B. What alternative locations within the area could be trsetl

for the proposed uses;

C. [.lhat are the long term environnental , ecorror:ric, sociitl ;rncl

energy consequences to the locality, the region or tlre statc frorn ttot

app'lying the goal or permitt'ing the alternative uses;

D. That the proposed uses r.rill be conrpatjble r.;ith other adjacent

uses.

Section 7. CRITERIA FOR L0CATING DI'IELLIIIGS 0N G0AL 3 LAND

For each drvel I i ng proposed on agricul tural I and a f i ndi ng sha'l-l be tnade

that it is either

a dr.;ell ing custornarily prgvided in conjunction tvi t.lt [artn ttse
as defined in ORS 2.l5-203 and r.rill tre on a pttrccl of strl'fj"
cient size to sup[)ort corrlirercia'l agricul tur',-rl pt^oclttcliorr t-rf
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food and/or fiber typical of commercial farms in the same

area as defined in Section 8; or

B. a sing)e-fami.ly residential dr'relling not provided in coniunction

with farrlr use which

(l) is compatible with farrr uses defined 'in ORS n5.203('?-)

and is consistent rvith the intent and purposes set forth in

ORS 21 5.243; and

(2\ does not interfere seriously r'rith accepted farming

practices defined in ORS 215.203(c) on adjacent lands clevot'ecl

to farm use; and

(3) does not materially alter the stability of the overall

land use pattern of the area; and

(4) is situated upon generally unsuitable land for the

procluction of farm crops and livestock, considerjng the

terrai n, adverse soi I or I and .cond 
j ti ons , dra'i nage and

flooding, vegetation, location and size of tract'

Secion B. CRITERIA FOR DIVI SION S OF GOAL 3 LAND

Divis.ions of land covered by this ordinance rvhich are trot conrnit'ted t'o

nonfarm use shall be based on findings of fact and conclusions of law that'

each division of Iand

A. compl i es wi th the i ntent of the Agri cu1 tural l-and Use l)o'l -i c)' 'i tt

ORS 21 5.243, and ei ther

(l ) creates a parcel of suffic'ient size to support contntercial agricul -

tural production of food or fiber, after find'ings have been ntade t'r'ith respect

to the Tol i orv'i ng:

(a)

( b)

(c)

soil types and patterns 'in the area;

type of crops grotvn 'in the area ancl typical yields;

aVerages.izeofparcelsreqtriredtoprodtrcecc;lnterc.ial

quantities of typical crops grot^Jn in the area;



(d) other relevant infornration included in the agri-

cultural element of the county's comprehensive Plan,

when adopted.

(e) Potential markets;

(f) use of accepted farming practices as defjned 'in

ORS 215.203(2)(c), or

(Z) is for one of the nonfarm uses permitted under ORS ?15.213. Lots

created for nonfarm dwellings shall comply rviththe criteria set forth in

Section 78

Secti on 9. EI'IERGENCY

Th1s ordinance be'ing necessaty for the inanediate protectjon of the pubf ic

health, safety and welfare, an emergency'is declared to exjst and this ordinance

shall take effect on its Passage.

ENACTTD 16i5 l2th day of June

\

First'Readjng : June )2, .1980 *

Second Reading :June 
.l2, l9B0 *

AYE NAY Conrni ssi oners

Hunt

Sahag i a n

Ah I born

*By Title 0niy

1 980.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMI"IISSIONERS

FOR COLUI4BIA COUNTY, OREGON

a'l

SS oner
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n

X

X

X

c

Paqe 5 - 0rdinance

'r ng ecre ry



{

EXH]BIT B

ADMINISTRATION

I . Appl'icati on and Constructio n.

The requirements of this ordinance shall be in additjon to the requirernerrts

of the Zon'ing Ord'itrance, the Subdivisjon Ordjnance (r.rhiclr includes partitions),

and any other applicable ordjnance or regulatjon. Any jnconsistenc.y r.rith t.his

ordinance shall be construed to acconplislr tlre jntent and purpose of this

ordi nance

'2. Procedure

The procedure for obtain'ing approval of land use act'ions on land coverecl

by thi s ordi nance shal I be as fol I or^rs :

A. An app'lication sltall be filed tvith the Plannjng Delrartrnent on a fonn

provided by the Plarining Director

(l) If the applicaiion proposes a farm-relatecl use lterrlit.tecJ ou.tr^ight

under ORS 2.l5.2.l3, the Planning Director shall make a reconrnrenda['iorr to thr:

Board'of Conrnissioners (Board) rvitlrin 10 days of subririssjorr of tlre app'l'icat'ion

based upon findings that:

(a) the land use action proposed is a farrn-relater.l use pr:r"rli 1.'Lecl

utright under ORS 215.2.13, and is on a parcel of sufficient sjze to

sttpport comnercial agricultural production as defjned 'in Section B

of this ordinance; and

(b) the land use action nreets all applicable statervjde planning

goals until the Comprehensive plan is acknoiv'ledged; and

(c) the provisions of this ordinance and any other applicable

ordjn(-lnce or regulation have been satisfied.

The Board shall at its next regular'ly scheduled rneetjng nrake a determ'inatiorr

based on findings of fact and conclusions of larv.
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(2) If the application proposes a use otlter than a farm-related

use permitted outright by ORS 215.2.l3, the proceclure shall be provided in 2.8

bel otv.

B. The procedure for Board hearings undcr Z (A) 2 sha'l'l be trs fo'l'lor'rs:

(l) .t{o!&g. The Planning Director shall send notice of the propbsed

action and hearing at least l0 days in advance of the hearing by

(a) publishing notice in a ner.rspaper of general cjrculal-ion'in

the county;

(b) rnailing notice to the otvners of property vrithin 250 feet of

the property line of the parcel on vrhich the actjon ls proposecl.

lT..: 
of property shatl be deterrnined by the Assessor's Roll.

I (c ma of the C PAC or CPAC's for t

area 1 n el or affected pro

(
L.-"

d maili no aff e 'l

(2) Hearing. under 2(A\ 2 the Board shall hold a hearing at the earliest

reqularly scheduled Board meeting and rece'ive oral or tvritten test.irnon.y ott the

relevant q-iteria for or against the appljcat'ion. After hearing such test'illlolly,

the Board:. 'il make finclings of fact and conclusions of larv vthetlrer the llroposed

.land use action

(a) is in accordance rvith the Comprehens'ive Plan,'if adopted;

(b) is consistent vrith the applicable :statetvjcle goa'ls, or is

consistent r^rith the Cornprehensive Plan 'if both adopted arrd

acknot.tl edged ;

(c) meets the requirements of this ordinance and any other

appl'i cabl e ordi nance or reguTati on -
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